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Third Sunday after Pentecost      5 June 2016 
Yr C The Year of Luke        
 
Sentence A great prophet has arisen among us! God has visited his 
people!         Luke 7.16  
 
Collect 
Lord of compassion and mercy,  
you give us back what we fear is lost beyond recall: 
may your word resound to the limits of our grief  
and life arise in place of despair;  
through Jesus Christ, to whom all is entrusted.  Amen.  
 
A reading from the first book of Kings  
The book of Kings stresses that God is in control of history, not the kings or other 
gods of the time. The cycle of stories at the heart of the two books tell of God’s 
words and deeds made known in the two prophets Elijah and Elisha.  In this story 
Elijah goes to Sidon on the Phoenician coast as God had directed him to do, going 
to the heartland of Ba’al worship. Elijah demonstrates that even there Israel’s 
God reigns. The death of the widow’s son provides the ultimate test of God’s      
power over life and death.  
 
While Elijah the prophet was living in Zarephath; the son of the  woman, 
the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe that there 
was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, ‘What have you against 
me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remem-
brance, and to cause the death of my son!’ But he said to her, ‘Give me 
your son.’ He took him from her bosom,  carried him up into the upper 
chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. He cried 
out to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon 
the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?’ Then he 
stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the Lord, 
‘O Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him 
again.’ The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came 
into him again, and he revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down 
from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; 
then Elijah said, ‘See, your son is alive.’ So the woman said to Elijah, 



 

 

 
‘Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of 
the Lord in your mouth is truth.’            1 Kings 17.17-24 
 
Reader For the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 30 at 8am APBA, page 30.  
A song  of thanksgiving after illness.  
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians  
We continue reading Paul’s letter to the Galatian church in which Paul 
defends his mission to Gentiles, who are now to be welcomed into God’s 
new covenant, which is not just with Israel but all creation. Paul writes 
as one steeped in the truth and wisdom of Judaism but whose vision is 
now transformed by his encounter with the risen Christ. 
 
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was      
proclaimed by me is not of human origin;  for I did not receive it from a 
human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. 
I was violently persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy 
it.  I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same 
age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. But 
when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me 
through his grace, was pleased  to reveal his Son to me, so that I might 
proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human              
being,  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles 
before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I                    
returned to Damascus.  
Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and 
stayed with him for fifteen days;  but I did not see any other apostle                     
except James the Lord’s brother.  In what I am writing to you, before 
God, I do not lie!  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, and I 
was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ;  

they only heard it said, ‘The one who formerly was persecuting us is 
now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.’  And they glorified 
God because of me.                        Galatians 1.11-24  
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Reader May your word live in us,        
ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
ALL Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  A report about Jesus spread through all the 
                          surrounding countryside. 
ALL Alleluia!  
Reader The Lord be with you 
ALL  And also with you 
Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
This story parallels the Elijah story of the first reading. The crowd clearly 
sees this, since they call Jesus a ‘great prophet’ and say that in Jesus’              
coming to them God has once more looked favourably upon the human 
plight.   
 
Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd 
went with him.  As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had 
died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a 
widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town.  When the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ Then 
he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he 
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise!’ The dead man sat up and began to 
speak, and Jesus  gave him to his mother. Fear seized all of them; and they 
glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has risen among us!’ and ‘God has 
looked favourably on his people!’ This word about Jesus spread through-
out Judea and all the surrounding country.  Luke 7.11-17 
  
 
Reader For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Bible Readings next week          Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11.26-12.10    Ps. 32   Gal. 2.15-21     Luke 7.36-8.3 
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Prayer for the Week. O Lord, from whom alone all good things 
come: grant that your holy inspiration we may think those things 
that are good, and by your merciful guiding may perform them; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Pray for the Faithful Departed 
We remember before God:  Harold Hood, William Ian Lowry, Edgar 
Hindell, Wilhelmena Belcher, Judith Granger, Olive Newnham, Henry 
Mark, Nancy Browne, Hilda Lester, Katharine (Kitty) Roff, Ruby 
Wailes, Winifred Mary Barber and Edmund Hagerty whose                             
anniversaries occur this week and Pamela Golding, who died this past 
week. 
 
A Prayer to give thanks for Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday 
Heavenly Father, 
as we celebrate the ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty the Queen, 
receive our heartfelt thanks 
for all that you have given her in these ninety years 
and for all that she has given to her people. 
Continue, we pray, your loving purposes in her, 
and as you gather us together in celebration, 
unite us also in love and service to one another; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    from the Church of England.  
 
Commemorations of the week   
June 9 Columba of Iona, abbot and missionary (c.521-597).                          
Born in Ireland, where he founded a number of monasteries, in 565.  
With a group of monks, he went to Scotland to found a monastery at 
Iona, where he spent the rest of his life. Iona became one of the great 
centres of evangelism for the UK. The monastery was revived again 
in the 20th century by a Scotsman, George McLeod and is now a place 
of pilgrimage.  
June 11 Barnabas, apostle and martyr.  He was a companion                         
of Paul on Paul’s first missionary journey and at the Council of                    
Jerusalem, where he supported Paul.  Later he quarrelled with Paul 
and returned to Syria. His later ministry is not known. 
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GOD save our gracious Queen, 
Long live our noble Queen, 
  God save The Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
  God save The Queen!  
 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On her be pleased to pour, 
  Long may she reign: 
May she defend our laws,  
And ever give us cause 
To sing with heart and voice 
  God save The Queen! 
 

Verses 1 and 2  Anonymous 

A Prayer to give thanks for Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday 
Heavenly Father, 
as we celebrate the ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty the Queen, 
receive our heartfelt thanks 
for all that you have given her in these ninety years 
and for all that she has given to her people. 
Continue, we pray, your loving purposes in her, 
and as you gather us together in celebration, 
unite us also in love and service to one another; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 


